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DECEMBER MEETING  -  Attendees at the December meeting enjoyed a good-fun 
holiday event.  With no formal topics on the agenda the business at hand focused on 
having a great variety of food to consume, enjoying everyone’s company, acquiring a 
number of plants via a silent auction, picking up some gift items from the sales table, 
and participating in a set of fast moving bingo contests.  President Michele and hus-
band Guy opening their home for the fete made for an inviting 
venue.   Shelly Miyahara showed the other participants how to 
play bingo by garnering three of the five games.  Curt Cava-
naugh was slow to respond in another game and was “out bin-
goed” by another player paying closer attention.  There was even 
a dancing bingo number caller (no names to protect the innocent 
children but initials were Paula Wheeler).  (We contacted the 
Whitehouse for comment on the games and were advised that the 
games were ’...rigged, a hoax, and a total waste of time…’, no 
comment was provided re the dancing bingo number caller).  
Anyway, it was a super evening thanks to the fellowship of the 
good members of KOS. 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
 

The days, weeks, and months have a propensity to zip by when we are not paying 
full attention.  And “Viola!”, a new decade is upon us.  Not that 2019 was un-
eventful, as we had a super nice line up of fine speakers and presentations.  There 
was also an amazing variety plants, ranging from the common to the very unique 
species, that decided to come and show off their individual levels of elegance in 
the Culture Award activity, and then, tease and challenge members that they too 
could achieve the same with a few tips, attention to detail, and consistency.   Ac-
cordingly a common challenge to continue pursuit of excellence in our orchid cul-
ture endeavors is laid before us.  Of course, this is in addition to having a great 
New Year and enjoying the fun with and friendship of our KOS members and 
associates!  Happy New Year everyone! 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS/INSTALLATION BANQUET 
 

MEMBERSHIP  RENEWALS - Membership renewals are due.  Fees remain the same: Regular Membership ($25.00), 
Associate Membership ($15.00), Part time Out-of State ($10.00). 
INSTALLATION BANQUET - The annual installation banquet is scheduled for Sunday, January 19, 2020, Ala Wai Golf 
Course Club Houise, 4:00 p.m.  Members ($25.00), Guests ($30.00).   

JANUARY MEETING (Tuesday, January 7, 2020) - The main business to be conducted will be election of officers 
for 2020.  We are just a tad late on this go ‘round as there were a lot of things going on in the closing months of 
2019.  The final roster of candidates will be presented at the meeting (still time to volunteer for any of the posi-
tions).  A brief review of the 2019 activities can be expected along with a summary review of rules/regulations ap-
plicable to the use of the park facilities.  A considerable amount of officer time was spent to insure that park facili-
ties use rules were reviewed and understood so as not to jeopardize our use agreement.  Thanks to Jan Nogawa 
and Michele Watanabe for their perseverance and attention to the details associated with this issue.   We are at-
tempting to secure some plants for members from a grower that is terminating an associated cut flower business.  
Stay tuned.  Lastly some anniversary related activity is in the mill.  As always, the desire to improve with respect 
to the previous year is the challenge, but only achievable through the diligence of our members.  So come help get 
the new year off to a good start by participating at the first meeting of 2020.  Can we top the 2019 Culture Award 
entries?  Yes, we can!  See you all their!  

Shelley with ‘one’ of 
her prizes 



Come and join us, 1st Tuesday every month, 6:00 p.m., Kilauea Recreational Center, Kilauea Regional Park, Kaimuki. 
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January Tip - While winter officially started on December 21 we have had some unusual weather including some 
dry spells as well as some heavy downpours.  In the generally rainy winter it is imperative to allow plants to dry 
and also to be diligent about monitoring for diseases and fungi that appear to thrive in wet environments.  Keep 
plants at least 18” above the ground (splash zone) to limit infection from bacteria/fungus and other pathogens 
that tend to reside in the soil. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
 

Thanks to all who contributed the outstanding selection 
of dinner treats at the December potluck.  Thanks also to 
all the folks that handled all the minute details that made 
for a successful event.  This included securing prizes for 
the games, running the program, setting up for the meal 
and the sales table, and insuring that everyone had a 
good time.  Thank you to Mr. Wally Hironaka for donat-
ing several honohono plants for the silent auction, with 
proceeds donated to a charity providing assistance to 
older folks.  Lastly, thanks to all the folks who through-
out the years consistently provide various contributions 
to the benefit of KOS and its members. 

CULTURE AWARD - NOVEMBER 2019 MEETING 
(Recognition is for November 2019 CA plants due abbreviated December newsletter) 

Plant commentary provided by AOS judges.  Congratulations to all awardees. 

1 - 5 Yrs. -  Den. No Name 
Owner: Ingrid Meyer 

6 - 10 Yrs. Brassavola. Nodosa 
Mas Meior 

Owner: Doug Meller 

Judges/Growers - Phrag.  
Jason Fischer, Owners: 

Kate Leonard, Ian Sandison 

 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Please note dates and activities; add’l details to follow. 

 

JANUARY 
 Officer Elections 
 Membership Renewal 
 01/19/20 - Installation Banquet  

 01/24/20 - Saturday Hand-On Session 

FEBRUARY 
 02/04/20 - February Mtg - Program TBD 
 

MARCH 
 03/03/20 - March Mtg - Program TBD 
 

SATURDAY HANDS ON SESSION 
 

Plan is to see if this activity can be re-started on a planned 
and hopefully regular basis (available dates may be subject to 
preemption by other activity but established  dates will be 
published in advance).  The first date is set for Saturday, 
January 25, 2020, 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon at residence of 
Alan Maii, 5228 Apo Drive, Aina Haina.  We are trying to do 
3rd Saturdays but the 3rd Saturday in January is the day be-
fore the banquet so that day got nixed.  Sessions are very in-
formal with a general focus on, but not limited to, repotting, 
use of various media, fertilizers, etc.  Good time to bring a 
plant or two that may appear to need some attention.  There 
are also several resident plants that one can practice on.  
Please advise Alan via the listed email on this newsletter if 
planning to attend, mainly to allow for set up of tables and 
chairs. 

Other Entries 

HONOHONO DORMANCY/PLANT HEALTH 
DORMANCY is the time prior to honohono blooming when 
the canes harden, sheaths form on canes, leaves yellow and 
fall off, and buds begin to form.  Generally this occurs in the 
December-February time frame.  Stop fertilizing and reduce 
watering to 2-3 times a week.  Dormancy ends when buds 
begin to appear.  At this point resume daily watering and 
weekly fertilizing. 
PLANT HEALTH - As always, maintenance of plant health, 
and not just for honohonos, is of primary importance.  As 
such, insure that plants are keep free of weeds and dead 
leaves, that the area is kept clean, that all old potting material 
is wrapped in newspaper and discarded, and that cutting tools 
are sterilized with a hot flame before use.   


