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OCTOBER MEETING (Tuesday, October 1, 2019)  AOS member, Honolulu Orchid 
Society officer, and KOS member, Mr. Adam Almeida provided an exceptional pres-
entation on specie orchids.  His slides and narrative offered some of the familiar as 
well as many of the unfamiliar aspects of specie plants.  For some of our backyard en-
thusiasts it may have been surprising to learn that a familiar plant or two in our col-
lections were in fact specie plants.  Discussion on some of the more uncommon varie-
ties and their origin venues provided interesting and informative insights on this class 
of plants.  The presentation was indeed an excellent session for KOS members and 
guests.  The KOS Board thanks Mr. Almeida for sharing his time and expertise with 
us.  As a side note it is understood that Mr. Almeida is working on a new presentation 
designed to explore another class of plants.   He has indicated that once completed that 
he looks forward to sharing his findings and documentation with KOS.  Accordingly 
we look forward with anticipation to this next project.  

NOVEMBER - The eleventh month of the year in the Julian and Gregorian 
calendars and the fourth and last month with length of 30 days or less.  No-
vember, originally the ninth month, retained its name (from the Latin novum 
meaning nine) when January and February were added to the Roman calen-
dar.  An early spring month in the Southern Hemisphere it is a late autumn 
month in the Northern Hemisphere. 

MEETING BUSINESS - The Board recently was advised that there may be a few rules associated with the rental and use 
of the meeting space at the rec center that are being violated.  Of primary concern is that any sales activity and to some 
extent the conduction of any transactions involving money is not allowed.  The Board is working with the center adminis-
trators and the City Parks division to determine exactly what is or is not allowed and under what circumstances.  For ex-
ample, certain sales may be permissible with an appropriate permit.  The limitation on money transactions may prevent 
the collection of dues and the like on site.  Past activities which may have been contrary to the rules may have been 
“allowed” at the discretion of the administrators although technically at variance.  In the meantime while we attempt to 
sort through the nits, we will be suspending all sales table activity and any money transactions at the meeting site.  One 
immediate alternative for transactions is to use U.S. Mail to accommodate dues and banquet payments.  Other alternatives 
may be employed as they are identified.  As good tenants we do not want to be at odds with the rules.  As such, your indul-
gence with respect to this matter is requested until we find full resolution to meet the needs of the society.  An update will 
be provided at the next meeting. 

NOVEMBER MEETING (Tuesday, November 5, 2019) - KOS member Mr. Ernie 
Nogawa will be doing a presentation on vanilla propagation.  So what’s up with vanilla 
at the orchid society?  Actually a lot. Vanilla is a flavoring derived from orchids of the 
genus Vanilla, primarily from the Mexican species, flat-leaved vanilla (V. planifolia).  
The word vanilla, derived from vainilla, the diminutive of the 
Spanish word vaina (meaning sheath or pod), is translated simply 
as “little pod”.  Pollination is required to get the fruit from which 
the flavoring is derived.  Mr. Nogawa will be include pollination 
in his general discussion on vanilla culture.  It is going to be a 
very interesting presentation.  So come early and get a good seat.  
Maybe after the presentation we might be cognizant of the fact 
that the bowl of vanilla ice cream that we may be diving into is 
actually a bowl of orchid flavored ice cream.  Just a thought.  As always please share 
your handiwork by participating in the Culture Award activity.  

Chrysanthemum Topaz 

KOS WEBSITE – Check out our website at KaimukiOrchidSociety.org.  Please feel free to advise webmaster Curt Cavanaugh 
of any suggestions that you might have to further enhance our site. 



Come and join us, 1st Tuesday every month, 6:00 p.m., Kilauea Recreational Center, Kilauea Regional Park, Kaimuki. 
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HONOLULU ORCHID SOCIETY SHOW 
Themed as “80 Years of Orchids” the HOS show did not disappoint with the many awesome displays and a 
full variety of orchid plants for sale with selections designed to fulfill anyone’s need or desire.   While KOS 
was not an active participant, the many members who did attend were offered the grandeur this event and 
possibly reminded that with a little bit of effort and commitment we could return at some future time and be 
part of the festivities.  Congratulations to Kate Leonard and Adam Almeida, show chairs, for a great job!    

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
 
Thanks to all who contributed refreshments for the Octo-
ber meeting:  Paula Fukuda, Beaudine Ma, Guy Wata-
nabe, Grace Tobita, Sharilyn Nitta, Ruth Chun, Kate 
Leonard, Ian Sandison, Jan Nogawa, Alice Murai, Edna 
Wada, Linda Leong, and Erlinda Chang.  Thanks to all 
who contributed to the sales table.  Mahalo to several of 
the members who have been gathering at Michele’s to 
craft various items for the sales table. 

CULTURE AWARD - OCTOBER 2019 MEETING 
Plant commentary provided by AOS judges.  Congratulations to all awardees. 

1 - 5 Yrs. -  No Name 
Owner: Arlene Uyeno 

6 - 10 Yrs. Blc. Merrily Murchison 
‘Lewis’ 

Owner: Doug Meller 

11+ Yrs.  Cadetia taylori 
Owner: Linda Leong 

KOS –  Pot. Hsinying Pachi Pachi 
Owner: Alan Maii 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Please note dates and activities; additional details to fol-

low. 
 

NOVEMBER 
 11/05/19 - November Mtg - Vanilla (Ernie Nogawa) 
 Officer Nominations 
 Membership Renewal, Installation Banquet sign up 
 

DECEMBER 
 12/03/19 - December Mtg - Holiday Potluck 
 Officer Elections 
 Membership Renewal, Installation Banquet sign up 
 

JANUARY 
 01/07/20 - January Mtg - Program TBD, Membership 

Renewal, Last day for Installation Banquet sign up 

BULBOPHYLLUM EXCELLENCE! 
 

This magnificent Bulbophyllum medusae, owned by Kate 
Leonard and Ian Sandison, was awarded an American Or-
chid Society Certificate of Cultural Excellence (CCE) at the 
October meeting.  Commonly known as the Medusa orchid, 
the plant is a species of epiphytic orchid with a creeping rhi-
zome and a single leaf emerging from the top of each pseu-
dobulb.  Flowers are creamy yellow and arranged in a cluster 
of about 15 in a circle at the tip of the flowering stem. 


