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JUNE MEETING (Tuesday, June 4, 2019) - KOS is again privileged to have Mr. Scot Mita-
mura as guest presenter at our June meeting.  Mr. Mitamura is a long time member of the 
Windward Orchid Society, chief horticulturist at the Foster Botanical Gardens in Honolulu, 
and an orchid grower and enthusiast par excellence!  His cattleya presentations are legendary 
and are perennial winners at all of the local orchid shows.  His 
expertise in orchid culture and ability to impart that knowledge 
to the average back yard grower has resulted in a high demand 
for his time to speak on these topics, this in addition to a full 
schedule of work, community activity, and personal pursuit of his 
orchid culture avocation.  Mr. Mitamura will touch on a variety 
topics related to successful orchid culture but be assured that he 
will foundation his presentation on the basics, i.e.  attention to the 
details of water, light, and air in your environment, as well as 
consistency and perseverance in care, and for sure “...keep your 
growing area clean…”.  So come learn from a master grower 
whose processes and philosophies provide a path to excellence.    
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MAY MEETING (Tuesday, May 7, 2019) - Mr. Larry Kamiya, of the Windward Orchid Society, a  
master paphiopedilum grower, shared his perspectives, philosophies, and techniques associated with 
the propagation of the intriguing paphiopedilum.  Often identified as paphs, the species is commonly 
referred to as the “lady’s-slippers” or “slipper orchid” due its unusual shape and pouch-like labellum 
of the flower.  In natural environs the species occur in humus layers as terrestrials on the forest floor.  
A few are epiphytes.  This group of orchids are considered highly collectible by fanciers due in part 
to the curious and unusual form of the flowers.  The pouch traps insects seeking nectar.  In the proc-
ess of attempting to leave, the insect pollinate the plant.  Orchids of this genus are typically difficult 
to propagate by tissue culture.   Commercial cultivation is almost exclusively seed based which re-
sults in each plant being unique.  Mr. Kamiya with a wide variety of plants on hand,  demonstrated 
the process that he employs with respect to planting and maintaining the vibrant characteristics of 
this specialty orchid.  The joy and satisfaction that these spectacular blossoms can engender was 
obvious in the exuberance of Mr. Kamiya’s enthusiam in describing the attention and care that he 
provides to his plants.  Another super lesson and encouragement for all of us.  The KOS Board on 
behalf of its members thanks Mr. Kamiya for sharing his expertise with KOS.  

June, the second 30 day month of the year, contains the summer solstice, the day with the most 
daylight (northern hemisphere) of the year.  At the start of the month the sun rises in the con-
stellation Taurus, rising in the constellation Gemini at the end of the month.  However, due to 
the precession of the equinoxes, June begins with the sun in the astrological sign of Gemini 
and ends with the sun in the astrological sign of Cancer (a possible good thing for the June 
folks who do not have to be bulls). 

SATURDAY HANDS ON SESSION -  After a long respite we will attempt to restart the subject ses-
sions.  The first is scheduled for Saturday, June 15, 2019, 10:00 a.m - 12:00 noon,  Location is at resi-
dence of Alan Maii.  Address is 5228 Apo Drive in Aina Haina.  Apo Drive intersects West Hind Drive 
four streets up from the stop light on Kalanianaole Hwy. at shopping center.  Basically the activity 
tends to focus on repotting, keiki to large mature plants, as well as diagnosis and treatment of any 
maladies affecting the plants.  If you have a plant that appears to need attention, bring it by.  Please 
advise Alan of any intentions to attend so that he can get some idea as to how many folks to prepare for.  
Contact data: a) email: asm808321@gmail.com, b) text or phone: (808) 351-7535 (if calling please leave 
a message as he generally does not pick up calls from unknown numbers). Culture Award Entries 

Presentation by Mr. Larry Kamiya along with a few of the many paphs on display at the meeting. 

Mr. Scot Mitamura 
Kate Leonard commenting 
on Phrag. Magdalena Rose 



Come and join us, 1st Tuesday every month, 6:00 p.m., Kilauea Recreational Center, Kilauea Regional Park, Kaimuki. 
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MEMBERSHIP –  Good to see Dennis and Carolyn Shimabuku at our meeting.  Members are encouraged to keep 
an eye out for potential members from your circle of friends and family and encourage them to come and see if 
KOS can provide assistance to any interest that they might have in orchid culture. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS - May Meeting - Thanks to all who contributed refreshments for the meeting.  Included 
are Alice Kim, Paula Fukuda, Jan Nogawa, Grace Tobita, Beaudine Ma, Guy and Michele Watanabe, Kate Leo-
nard, Ian Sandison, Ruth Chun, Jackie Murdock, Edna Wada, Sharilyn Nitta, Arlene Uyeno, and  Linda Leong.  
Contributions - Mahalo to Wally Hironaka for his contribution of orchid and desert rose plants for the sale table.  
Thanks to Jackie Murdock for contributing several orchid plants to be prepped for the sales table.  Thank you to 
the small group of crafters who get together at Michele’s and create unique items that are sold to help support the 
society.  General - The Society has been very fortunate to have Director Evie Yamakawa pinch hit for Recording 
Secretary Alice Murai while Alice makes good and progressive recovery from a health issue.  It is expected that Al-
ice will back to full sped in a short time.  Thank you Evie!  Alice, get well soon.  Lastly, a big mahalo to all the folks 
who show up a few minutes early to assist in set up and to those who help put stuff up at the end of the evening.  
Participation in these type of activities is truly a hallmark characteristic of KOS members.  Thank you again.  

UPCOMING EVENTS:  a) June 2019 General Meeting; Tues, June 4, 2019, 6:00 p.m., b) June Hands On Session, Sat-
urday, June 15, 2019 10:00 a.m. (see pg. 1), c) July 2019 General Meeting; Tues, July 2, 2019, 6:00 p.m., d) June Board 
meeting, TBD. 

CULTURE AWARD - MAY 2019 MEETING 
Plant commentary provided by AOS judges.  Congratulations to all awardees.. 

1-5 Yrs. – Den. Burana Charming 
Owner: Ingrid Meyer 

6-10 Yrs. -  Paph. Robianum (Paph. 
Parishii “VQ” x Paph. Lowii “#3”) 

Owner: Alan Maii 

11+ Yrs. - Oncidium amplima-
tum Owner: Linda Leong 

KOS - Encyclia bractescens x sib. 
Owner: Alan Maii 

Blc. Orange Nugget 
Owner: Lisa Abbott 

Paph. Lemon Drop 
Owner: Linda Leong 

Phragmipedium Magdalena Rose 
Owner: Kate Leonard 

Psychopsis Mendenhall ‘Hildos’ 
 Owner: Jill Cavanaugh 

CULTURE AWARD ACTIVITY  - Participation in this regular activity has been phenomenal.  With many fabulous 
entries, our AOS judges doing plant commentary, have been hard pressed to select, in their opinion, the best for each 
category.  The beauty of the activity however, is not the designation of a winning plant, but more importantly, the 
sharing of what can be achieved with fellow members.  The four images immediately above are just a sampling of 
other entries.  Thanks to everyone for taking the time to bring your plants to share at our meetings.  


